FOREWORD	XI
Growth in Africa) brings out that to reach present Western
European levels, per capita agricultural output will have to be
no more than doubled but industrial output multiplied
by some twenty-five times. But it also shows that at rates of growth
little higher than those adopted in the United Nations Development
Decade, Africa can catch up with present levels in Western Europe
in some forty to fifty years, provided it adopts a conscious policy
of industrialization with the primary emphasis on capital goods,
in other words, basic industry.
Part V of the present collection is primarily Patel's subsequent
elaboration of the striking analysis in "Economic Distance'5 and
he is already looking forward to the abolition of the economic
problem. In this part of the collection is also included a remark-
able quantification of the economic consequences which would
follow from disarmament and what a tremendous contribution
real disarmament would make to the solution of the developing
countries' problems.
It would be easy to dismiss Surendra Patel's thought as Utopian,
and indeed in the broad sweep of his thinking and analysis he
has perhaps not yet sufficiently examined the immense practical
problems that have to be solved if the perfectly realistic pers-
pectives he has opened up are to be realized—-the formulation of
coherent plans, their execution, the coordination of plans, parti-
cularly among small countries, patterns of foreign aid, technical
assistance, management, and above all the massive training
effort required at all levels.
It is perhaps to the analysis of and propounding of solutions to
some of these problems that he will turn next and indeed he has
already taken a first step in this direction in drawing up, at the
request of the Government of Congo (Leopoldville), an outline
of a five-year plan1 which opens up new prospects for that battered
and divided but potentially immensely rich country.
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1 See Rapport PATEL in Ministere du Plan et du Development Industrie!,
Travaux de la Conference Rationale des Ministres Provinciaux du Plan*
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